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OBITUARY OF THE WAR.

ERNEST OCTAVIUS WIGHT, L.R.C.P. EDIN.,
M. R. C. S. ENG., D.P.H.,

COLONEL AND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE.

Colonel E. 0. Wight, who was killed in action in Flanders
on Dec. 19th last, at the age of 57 years, was the youngest
son of the late Dr. Robert Wight, F.H.S , of Shinfield, near
Reading. He was educated at Wellington College, and then
entered at St. Mary’s Hospital, where he was a prizeman
and, as a contemporary writes, "well known for his deter-
mination to gain his object, both at his work and in

sports." After obtaining his double qualification in 1881, he
entered the Army
Medical Service,
reaching the rank of
lieutenant-colonel in
1902, and retiring in
1907. On the forma-
tion of the Terri-
torial Force e he e

accepted the post of
Deputy Assistant
Director of Medical
Services, Home 
Counties Division, in
which capacity he
was employed when
war broke out. In

April last he was

offered the post of
Assistant Director of
Medic’al Services,
49th Division, which
had been ordered
abroad, and he was

serving in this capacity at the time of his death. He
was killed by a shell whilst assisting to extricate some
of his motor ambulances from a dangerous position.
He saw active service in the Lushai Expedition of 1892
and held the Royal Humane Society’s bronze medal
and two vellum testimonials for saving lives from

drowning on three different occasions. One of his senior
officers, in writing of him, says : " He was a man who had
become proverbial as one who had no fear; he was an

object of devotion and reverence to his own officers and
men, ever setting them a fine example of duty. All mourn

him, as they have lost not only a true friend, but also a wise
director and an original and clever organiser of things for
their good, one whose whole heart and soul was in his

work." Of his personal attributes a medical friend says:
" His kindly disposition and cheery laugh made him a great
favourite with everyone." Colonel Wight married, in 1893,
Janet Leslie, youngest daughter of the late Peter Denny,
LL.D., of Helenslee, Dumbarton. He leaves a widow and
three children, two daughters and a son, who is a cadet at
Dartmouth College. 

-

WILLIAM FRANK THOMPSON, B.A. CANTAB., M.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P. Lohn.,

LIEUTENANT, ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. 
’

Lieutenant W. F. Thompson, who died in France as the
result of wounds received on Dec. 28th, the son of Mr.
W. W. Thompson, of Brondesbury, was educated at the
Leys School, Cam- 

__

bridge, where he
was one of a small

group of boys whose
strength of character
and skill at games
made them the Olym-
pians of their time.
Of that group he is
the third to lay down
his life for his country
in the war. From
the Leys School he
went to King’s
College, Cambridge,
where he graduated
in 1909 and repre-
sented the Univer-

sity at lacrosse.
From Cambridge he
proceeded t o St.
Bartholomew’s Hos-

pital, where he

qualified in 1912, and where during the earlier part of the
war he held one of those condensed and exceedingly hard-
worked house appointments which the war made necessary.
Joining the Royal Army Medical Corps as honorary lieu-
tenant in July, 1915, and gazetted to the rank of full
lieutenant on Oct. 9th, he was posted to the 99th Field
Ambulance, and after a period of training went with it to

France, where he was mortally wounded by the bursting of a
shell near his ambulance and died in hospital on New Year’s
Day, 1916, at the age of 28. Tall, strong, friendly, and
efficient, he was marked to succeed in any branch of work he
took up. In entering his name on the Roll of Honour we com-
memorate a loss which will be very deeply felt by his friends
inside and outside the medical profession.

Medical News.
EXAMINING BOARD IN ENGLAND BY THE ROYAL

COLLEGES OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON AND SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.-At the Second Professional Examination in

Anatomy and Physiology held on Jan. 6th, 7th, 10th, and
lltb, 96 candidates presented themselves, of whom 67 were
approved and 29 were rejected. The following are the
names and medical schools of the successfnl candidates :-

Ralph William Codrington Ball, Middlesex Hospital ; George Arthur
Emmanuel Barnes, University College; Anthony Blackstock,
King’s College; Eric John Swithin Bonnett, St. Thomas’s Hos-
pital ; Martin Vincent Boucaud, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital;
Charles Reginald Cade, Guy’s Hospital; John Douglas Magor
Cardell, St. Thomas’s Hospital; Thomas Carlyle, St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital; Nai Cheua, Middlesex Hospital; Wilfred Bayley
Christopherson, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; William Arnold
Clements, Birmingham University ; Charles Eric Cobb,
St. Thomas’s Hospital; Alfred Innes Cox, Middlesex Hospital; 
Hedley Chave Cox, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Carl Knight
Cullen, London Hospital; Thomas Davies, B.Sc. Lond. and
Wales. University College, Cardiff; Charles Joseph Christopher
de Silva, King’s College; Francis Bridger Dutton, M.A.Oxon.,
St. Thomas’s Hospital; Tyrrell George Evans, St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital ; Donald Charles Farquharson, St. Mary’s Hospital;
Schalom Finkelstein, Ziirich and King’s College; Justin Beauclerc
Flamer-Caldera, L.M.S. Ceylon, Ceylon and St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital; Charles Arnold Rodrigo Goonewardene, Ceylon and
Middlesex Hospital; Austin George Hewer, Middlesex Hospital;
Christopher Langton Hewer, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Richard
Hilliard, London Hospital; Marshall Jackson, St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital; Jeffrey Woodward Jones, B.Sc. Vict., University College,
Cardiff ; Salomen Kadinsky, Brussels and King’s College; Allan

Wellesley Lewis, St. Mary’s Hospital; Simon Sally Liebermann,
St. Thomas’s Hospital; Arcot Doraisawny Lokanathan, L.M.S.,
Madras, Madras University; Harold Octavius Long, Guy’s
Hospital; Albert Victor Lopes, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Ernest
Kenneth Macdonald, St. Thomas’s Hospital; Thomas Clyde
McKenzie, Birmingham University; Gordon Millar, St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital; David Mintzman, Paris and King’s College;

! William Drew Nicol, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Edward Ni.sim,
’ 

Bombay and University College; Arthur Arnold Osman, Guy’s
Hospital; William Griffith Owen, London Hospital; Edmund Jacobsz
Papenfus, St. Thomas’s Hospital; William Alfred Whitehouse
Parkes, Birmingham University; Arthur Llewellyn Spencer Payne,
Guy’s Hospital; Eugene Arthur Pearson, London Hospital;
Rowland John Perkins, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; John Peter
and Ernest Frank Rabey, Middlesex Hospital; Edward Douglas
Thomas Roberts, St. Thomas’s Hospital; John Southmead Rogers,
King’s College; Solomon Nahum Senitzky, B.A., London Hospital;
Adolphe Gladstone Millott Severn, Guy’s Hospital; Bryan Buckley
Sharp, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Bertram Leslie Slater, London
Hospital; Stanley Roy Tattersall and Cyril James Thomas, St.
Thomas’s Hospital; Norman Beattie Thomas, B.Sc. Wales, St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital; Ronald Agars Walker, St. Thomas’s Hos-
pital ; Austin Darley Wall, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital ; Arthur
Elston Ward, St. Thomas’s Hospital; Peter Erbin Williams, B.Sc.,
University College, Cardiff; Samuel Anthony Withers and Sidney
Wolff. Guy’s Hospital; Sydney Carver Woodhouse, London Hos-
pital ; Vyvian Deane Wyborn, King’s College ; and Claude Young..
Middlesex Hospital.

At the quarterly examination in Practical Pharmacy held
on Jan. 13th the following candidates were approved :-
Robert Aspinall-Stivala, Guy’s Hospital; Hugh Woodward Barnes,
King’s College Hospital ; Edward George Paul Bousfield, St. Bar-
tholomew’s Hospital; Clifford Viney Braimbridge, B.A. Cantab.,
Cambridge University and St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; Joseph
Clinton Collins, London Hospital; William Hood Dye. L.D.S. Eng.,
Middlesex Hospital; Charles Arthur Lovatt Evans, D.Sc.. Univer-
sity College Hospital; Arthur Alfred Fitch, Liverpool University;
Frederick John Harvey, Birmingham University; Basil Haskins,
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Otago University and St. Bartholomew’s Hospital; John Frederic
Haynes, Oxford University and St. Bartholomew’s Hospital ; Koith
Masson, Cambridge University and St. Bartholomew’s Hospital ;
George Edward Mullins and Vernon Arthur Newton, Birmingham
University; Bishambhar Sabai, Calcutta Medical College and

Charing Cross Hospital ; liam Sinha, Punjab University and
London Hospital; Vincent Hussell Smith, St. Mary’s Hospital ;
and Geoffrey Commeline Williams, B.A. Cantab., Cambridge and
Bristol Universities.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-A
quarterly meeting of the Council was held on Jan. 13th, Sir
W. Watson Cheyne, the President, being in the chair. In
accordance with the recommendation of the Library Com-
mittee, it was resolved that the library shall be closed at 6.30
instead of at 7 o’clock. It was resolved to contribute the
sum of 50 guineas to the joint fund of the British Red Cross
Society and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. Mr. H. J.

Waring was re-elected a member of the Court of Examiners.
It was decided to remove from the roll of Members a Member
whose name had been previously removed from the Medical
Register. The President reported the delivery by Sir

Anthony Bowlby, on Dec. 20th last, of the Bradshaw
lecture on "Wounds in War." The best thanks of
the Council were given to Sir Anthony Bowlby for his
lecture and he was requested to publish it. The President
reported that Sir G. H. Makins had consented to deliver the
next Hunterian oration, and accordingly declared him to be
appointed Hunterian Orator for 1917. The President

reported that he had granted the use of the lecture theatre
in December last (1) to the University of London for five
lectures on Recent Work on Alimentary Toxaemias, by Dr. E.
Mellanby, acting superintendent of the Brown Animal

Sanitary Institution ; and (2) to Major T. B. Layton,
R.A.M.C., for three demonstrations to men of the 2/4 London
Field Ambulance. Licences to practise dentistry were

conferred upon the following three candidates :-
Bertrand Kemp Jackson, Liverpool University; and George Evan
Henry Holt Phillips and John Morley Stebbings, Guy’s Hospital.

ROYAL METEOROLOGICAL SOCIETY.-The annual
general meeting of this society was held on Jan. 19th at the
Surveyors’ Institution, Great George-street, Westminster,
Major H. G. Lyons, F.R.S., the President, being in the
chair. The report of the council for 1915 was laid before the
Fellows, and the Symons memorial gold medal, which is
awarded biennially for distinguished work in connexion with
meteorological science, was presented for transmission to

Dr. C. A. Angot, Bureau Central Meteorologique de France.
The President delivered an address on the Winter Climate of
the Eastern Mediterranean of considerable topical interest.

MEMORIAL SERVICE AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S.-
A memorial service was held on Jan. 13th in the chapel of
St. Bartholomew.the-Less, within the precincts of the

hospital, for the 21 past or present students who have lost
their lives during the last year of fighting. The service ’,
was largely attended by the governors, members of the staff,
and students, as well as by the immediate relatives and
friends of the deceased.

P arliementary Intelligence.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12TH.
Medical Men and War Service.

Mr. SHIRLEY BENN asked the Under Secretary for War by
whose authority the Central Medical War Committee which
was now occupied in recruiting doctors to the Royal Army
Medical Corps was chosen; by whom were its powers
defined, and by whose nominations had its members been
selected.-4--Mr. TENNANT wrote in reply: The Committee
referred to in the question was, I am informed, appointed,
and its term of reference settled, by the British Medical
Association at its annual Representative Meeting in
July last. It was not confined to members of that Asso-
ciation, and the Committee co&ouml;pted five additional members 
representative of universities and colleges and other medical ’’

bodies. One of the members of the Committee being
a member of the War Office Medical Advisory Board was
named by the Director-General to represent the Army
Medical Service on the Committee. The terms of
reference are as follows : "To organise the medical
profession in England, Wales, and Ireland in such a way as
will enable the Government to use every medical practi-
tioner fit to serve the country in such a manner as to turn

his qualificatioms to the best possible use to deal with all
matters affecting the medical profession arising in con-

nexion with the war and to report to the Council (of the
British Medical Association)." After a oont’erenne at the
War Office with the Director-General of the Army Medical
Service the Committee was informed on August 9th, 1915 (in
a letter which has been published), that the Director-General
hoped to receive from the Committee much help in his work
of providing officers for the Royal Army Medical Corps, and
was glad to recognise the Committee as a medium for dealing
with the great problem which faced the medical profession-
namely, how to supply medical officers for the forces and at
the same time to protect the needs of the civil population, and
the Committee was accordingly authorised to make appeals
to the profession with the object of securing those needs. A
further conference took place at the War Office with the
Director-General of Recruiting on Nov. 5th last on the same
subject and to the same effect. As a result of these con-
ferences this Committee, which has Local Committees in all
parts of the country, has been endeavouring to procure and
to coordinate offers from members of the medical profession
of service in the Royal Army Medical Corps. Applications
for such commissions are decided upon by the War Office,
after they have been referred to this Committee for con-
sideration in relation to the medical needs of the civil popu-
lation in the areas concerned in each case, and after
consultation with the Insurance Commission and where
necessary with the Local Government Board and the Board
of Education. Analogous arrangements exist in regard to
Scotland. I should add that the War Office has received and
is receiving very valuable assistance from these Committees.
Mr. SHIRLEY BENN further asked the right honourable

gentleman why the medical profession was not starred,
since a medical man represented a skilled worker who was
not easily replaced, and whose training occasioned consider-
able outlay and occupied a long period of time.-Mr.
TENNANT (in a written answer) replied: Special arrange-
ments have been made with regard to the recruitment of the
medical profession, with a view of ensuring all adequate
attendance on the troops without unnecessarily dislocating
the medical needs of the civil population. The question of
starring does not arise.
Mr. SHIRLEY BENN asked the right honourable gentleman

whether the Government had sanctioned the recruiting,
through the agency of the Central Medical War Committee,
of medical men up to the age of 45, the limit of age for the
rest of the nation being 41.-Mr. TENNANT wrote in reply -.
The age limit referred to in the question relates to medical
men applying for commissions in the R.A.M.C., and not to
recruits for the combatant services, in which the age limit
of 41 applies.

Recruatnzent of Medical Students.
Mr. SHIRLEY BENN asked the Under Secretary for War

whether he was aware of the risk of cutting off at its source
the supply of medical aid both for the army and for the
civil population, which was incurred by recruiting first- and
second-year medical students, and would he see that the
practice was discontinued.-Mr. TENNANT wrote in reply:
The present policy was undertaken after the most careful
consideration, but the statistics bearing upon the matter are
being considered.

Dischargejor Physical Incapacity from the Army.
Mr. RICHARD LAMBERT asked the Under Secretary for War

whether all men who were in future passed into the army
as medically fit would be entitled to pensions if discharged
for physical incapacity of any kind.-Mr. TENNANT replied:
No, Sir; I am not prepared in this matter to go further
than I went in the answer which I gave on Nov. lOth to
the honourable Member for East Edinburgh.!
Mr. HOGGE: Has the right honourable gentleman

sufficiently realised the importance of this point ? Seeing
that these men are accepted by the medical authorities as
medically fit, will the War Office claim, in the event.
of physical breakdown, that they contracted the disease
before they were admitted to the army?-Mr. TENNANT : I
think that I gave my honourable friend a full reply on this
matter the other day. It is not possible for the military
department to take responsibility in the case of men who
have not contracted illness in the service of the State. I am
sure that in the interests of the State my honourable friend
does not wish us to do anything of the kind.
Mr. HOGGE : How does my right honourable friend meet

the point that these men are accepted as medically fit?-
Mr. TENNANT: The disease may not have been detected;
there may have been some previous illness.
Mr. CURRIE : There is a class of men who have

some disease. latent no doubt, which would not have
emerged had it not been for the hardships of military service.
The disease does emerge owing to these hardships, and the
men deserve some consideration. What is the general
position taken up by the War Office in regard to such cases ?- Mr. TENNANT : It is very difficult to give an answer to so,
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